
2021 News Letter  - Winter Edition 

President’s Report 
What	  with	  closure	  due	  to	  renovations	  followed	  by	  a	  week	  of	  lockdown	  due	  to	  Covid	  it	  has	  certainly	  
been	  a	  disrupted	  Term	  2.	  

Now	  things	  are	  getting	  back	  to	  normal	  hopefully	  we	  can	  have	  a	  more	  settled	  Term	  3	  (it	  would	  be	  the	  
first	  for	  the	  year).	  	  

Renovations	   at	   the	   Lodge	  have	  been	   completed	   and	   thanks	   to	   the	  Masons	   for	   doing	   their	   best	   to	  
work	  in	  with	  us	  to	  cause	  minimal	  disruption	  –	  even	  though	  we	  couldn't	  access	  the	  building	  for	  a	  two	  
week	  period.	   	  New	   toilets	  are	  most	  welcome	  and	   the	  building	  has	  been	  spruced	  up	  outside	  and	   is	  
looking	  good.	  

Zoom	  meetings	  continue	  with	  U-‐MAS	  and	  hopefully	  it	  will	  be	  on	  line	  for	  members	  very	  shortly.	  	  

Barbara Decker – President 

	   	   

 

 

We ask all members when attending U3A classes to check in with 
the QR code if they are able.  Also, the rules state that masks 
should be worn at all times when social distancing is not possible 
and please use the hand sanitiser provided. 

These simple measures will help keep all our members safe  
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Course Co-ordinator 
Despite the interruptions courses have continued and thanks to all facilitators for their flexibility, with 
continuing problems for some after the Lockdown.  Hopefully this will soon be behind us. 

A big blow at the beginning of term was Jenny Benson's decision not to continue with Flexercise so we 
currently have no exercise group running.  

During Term 2 Trevor Pillinger did a four week presentation on Fire Prevention and Investigation to 
an enthralled audience of seven.  We have all been a little unsettled at times and after one particular 
episode all declared  we  were going home to clean the toaster.  Trevor has offered to do another short 
course next Term, numbers permitting.  If interested put your details on the notice on the notice board 
at the Lodge.  Date has yet to be determined.  

Also during the term an afternoon was spent at the Lakes Entrance Croquet Club with several members 
learning the skills of croquet, followed by afternoon tea.  It is hoped to have one of these afternoons 
each term and details will be put on the notice board at the appropriate time.  It was hoped to have 
another this month but that is problematic with current restrictions on numbers etc.  

Brbara Decker - Course Co-ordinator 



Course Reports 
Celtic Plus. 
The year is going so quickly, it’s hard to believe we’ve had our three sessions for this term. Last week 
was with limited numbers due to COVID. We have plenty of tunes to play in the two hour class and I 
added two English tunes last week as Prince Phillip would have turned 100 and also this weekend is 
the Queen’s birthday weekend.  
There will be no session for July as it falls in school holidays, so our dates for next term are August 
12th and September 9th. 

 Barbie Roche. 
 
Irish Session. 
We started playing the tunes individually and gradually playing at a faster rate, but I discovered that 
players were preferring to have the accordions play the tune as an example and then all join in.  
Last week we moved to playing sets of three tunes at a fairly fast pace. I’m going to trial a second 
slower session for those who would like the extra practice, on the third Thursday of the month 
following Carol’s Playalong session. There are a few of us also playing tin whistle, so feel this would 
be ideal for trying out our second instrument. 

Barbie Roche. 
 
Fire Investigation
We had an interesting 4 weeks or so. A very 
interactive bunch of a half dozen, met out at the 
Angling Club. We covered everything from basic 
fire science & physics to how investigators go 
about their business. Plenty of videos that 
demonstrated the basic concepts of how fires 
start, why they start and why they travel to where 
they do and then how investigators work 
backwards to determine origin and cause. I think 
that there are some surprises for some of the 
participants in what they already knew about fire 
but hadn’t related it to the investigation process. 
It will run again next semester & I hope we can 
extend it another couple of weeks to cover some 
of the material in a bit more depth. 

Trevor Pillinger 0417 323 667 
	   

 
 
Beginners’ French 
Like all courses this term, it has been difficult to keep a continuous flow and structure. 
However we have to remain flexible and enjoy the times we can get together 
Our very happy group have enjoyed learning to discuss the weather and the time in French 
We have also been studying those small words that are so common in French but can make a big 
difference to the meaning of a sentence – articles and pronouns. We also watch videos to improve our 
pronunciation.  Maybe one day we may be able to visit France and test our skills 
 Irene Yeats 
 
 Craft 
What strange times we are living in.   Hopefully this lockdown will be our last.    
Our small but friendly group are enjoying being back together again.    
Lots of knitting being done for the winter.  
Any members looking to join our group would be very welcome on Tuesday at the lodge at 10.15am.  

Margo. 
 



Canasta 
Our enthusiastic group have enjoyed our weekly card games as we were able to meet at home while 
renovations kept us out of the Lodge. 
Back at the Lodge now and hoping for a fun and healthy next term. 

Joy 
 
Discussion Group 
Participants in the Lakes Entrance U3A Discussion Group have solved the world's problems every 
week out at the Lake Tyers Beach Anglers Club rooms and at the nearby picnic tables under the trees. 
Fresh faces this year have brought ideas and greatly enriched conversation and content. 
Keep us fresh by paying us a visit for respectful, civil discourse and put your ideas and opinions to the 
table or simply listen to others bouncing their views. 
Time: Wednesdays 1 PM to 3 PM  Venue: Lake Tyers Beach Angling Club 

Gary Chapman 0438 501 023 garychapman03@gmail.com 
 

Cryptic Crosswords 
It was the RSL for us in 2021 as we struggled to find accommodation with the pandemic restrictions 
and the Lodge renovations but we are back at the Lodge for the time being. 
Our regular core group is getting a bit out of control and spending nearly as much time talking as 
puzzling – a firm hand may be required. An influx of newcomers might oblige the oldcomers to be 
more disciplined.  
We are very ready for newbies to pit wits against the devilish Cryptic Setters and Term 3 seems as 
good a time as any to start...and we have a program to teach anyone new the cryptic rules. 
Time: Wednesdays 10-12 Place: The Lodge 

Facilitator: Gary Chapman, 0438 501 023  garychapman03@gmail.com   
��� 
Photography 
The photography class  managed to get out and about but like every other group continues to be 
harassed by the Covid and the weather. We were lucky to be able to explore several locations outside. 
Should these trips continue to be stymied Lyn has come up several ideas that will keep the 
photography class more than challenged over the winter season.  
The fun in all this really provides an understanding of the camera and its controls.  

Bruce and Lyn 
 

Walking Group 
Our very social group is still hitting the pavement for their regular walks, most likely motivated by the 
thought of a friendly chat over coffee afterwards!  

Val 
 
Line Dancing 
We naturally maintain social distancing while line dancing as that’s how it’s performed.  
Even if you think you have 2 left feet come and have a go.  The music we dance to is not just country 
but a variety of pop, rock, and old classics. Every one is welcome to come along and join us. 
 Judy 
 
Free dance 
Great music provided or you can bring along your favourites to dance to and have a bit of fun. 
Looking forward to seeing you all again next term, new comers welcome. 
 Andrea  
 
Shibashi Qigong  
Shibashi is going well, thank you every one for coming along. 

Andrea 



Criminology Group  
We have had a very active Criminology group this term as people get to know one another. Some of 
our topics are quite controversial and regularly question the systems we have in place for dealing with 
crime and criminals. We started the term with some questions about what Criminology has contributed 
to our understanding of crime and punishment, then we had a look at Female crime and Victimology, 
before moving onto Fathers who Kill, questions about the difference between Infanticide and SIDS, 
and the Australian Lone Wolf massacres in Hoddle Street and Port Arthur. We have also had a lengthy 
discussion on the sad case of Gary David - was he mad or was he bad? Or both? Next term, we will 
start on some very interesting research topics and each week participants will lead the discussion on 
their chosen research topic.  
 Judy Pillinger 
 
Book Club 
Due to covid rules we can no longer meet in the 
small room but starting at a later time straight 
after the French class has worked well. It 
means that we finish at an appropriate time for 
those who wish to follow on for lunch at the 
Bowls Club and as we only meet once a month, 
that's an opportunity to get to know each 
other better. 

	  

 "Normal People" was our first book for this 
term and was not at all well received by most 

members. Only a few of us 
found it worthy of its wide 
popularity. Certainly an 
unusual book. 
 
In sharp contrast, "Hamnet", 
was a great success.  
A beautiful book of 
historical fiction. Based on 
a depiction of Shakespeare's 
early life and his transition 
to playwright it is especially informative as it 
gives the background to the writing of 
"Hamlet". 
The way in which the author describes the 
death and aftermath of Shakespeare's 
son(Hamnet) is extremely moving and 
masterful. Our present book, "Honeybee" 
couldn't be more different, being set in modern 
day Australia with a fourteen year old as the 
main character. We are yet to see what the 
group thinks of this choice.  

 Beth Harrison 

 
Mahjong  
The year got off to a good start after the disaster of 2020. All our ladies returned, we have 12 and a 
newby. We settled in well, once again enjoying the challenges of mahjong with lots of laughs and 
enthusiasm. We missed a couple of weeks with lodge renovations and of course lost a week with 
COVID. Hopefully we will get through the rest of the year uninterrupted.  
Enjoy your break and see you all back in term 3. 
Cheers 

Rhonda Biddle 
 
Film Group 
We have now been going for 10 years and in that time shown over 300 movies which is an average of 
30 per year. Attendance has grown and we have had up to 13 members coming along and enjoying the 
films. We include some new releases, some old favourites and special requests. 
Come and enjoy good company and a great movie. 
 Anna Carter-Pearse 
 
 



Guitar Jam 
The group has been jamming along nicely this term. 
We trialled ‘Bruce’s Beginners’ as a separate session to enable budding musicians to learn the basics, 
and this has been very successful with some of the beginners picking up enough to start playing with 
the experienced guitarists. 
The serious musos have been trying out new songs and techniques. Members have chosen some 
interesting songs, which we have enjoyed playing together.  
Best of all, we are all having fun! 

Leigh & Bruce 
 
Scrabble 
This term has been a topsy-turvy one for all U3A groups hasn’t it? Our committed band of Scrabblers 
has gone with the flow, and happily played when and where we could-sometimes at the Bowls Club 
and others at the LTB Angling Club. We have appreciated the chance to exercise our brain and 
socialise over a couple of games and a coffee.  
A question for you… is ‘topsy-turvy’ an acceptable Scrabble word? On tile face value, what would it 
score?  
If you would like to join our friendly group, we’d love to see you at the Bowls Club between 10 and 12 
each Tuesday. All levels catered for-beginners to champions.  
Happy Scrabbling! 

 Jude Everett 
ANSWER: Topsy turvy would score 21 points, however it is NOT in the Scrabble dictionary!  
 
History 
Like everyone else, we have stumbled through this on again off again term, but with good spirit and 
hopes for more stability in the future. 
We have been watching an excellent video podcast series called 'The Fall of Civilizations' by Paul 
Cooper.  This quote from an Open Culture article describes it well: 'Every empire seems to think ...... 
that it will be the one to outlast them all. And all of them have ended up more or less the same way in 
the end. This isn’t just a gloomy fact of human history, it’s a fact of entropy, mortality, and the linear 
experience of time.' 
All these failing civilizations got a bit depressing, so when Helen Rasmussen was kind enough to lend 
us her copy of a very good BBC documentary called The Story of India, we dived into that for some 
light relief.  Looking forward to a warm and snug winter term in the White House, which is looking so 
good these day, well done Lodge members! 
As always, new members welcome. 

Jennie Towan 
 
Library 
It is good to see so many borrowing books and passing them 
around, new books have been added recently so check it out, 
there are some really good books there. 

Joy 
 

Stay Covid Safe 
Don’t forget to sign in, keep up social distancing 

and use hand sanitiser 

 



U3A Lakes Entrance Inc. 

Course Term 3 2021 12th July – 17th September  

 
 

Monday: 
 

Time: Facilitator: Contact Ph: Venue/Room: 

History 10.00-12.00 Jennie Towan 0407550306 Room 1 
Film Group 1.00-3.30 Anna Carter-Pearse 0429978587 Room 1 

 
 
Tuesday: 

Walking Group 9:00    Val Ryan 5155 5870 Outside 
Shibashi Qigong 8.30-9.00 Andrea Edwards 5155 4914 Room 1 
Criminology 9.00-10.00 Judy Pillinger 0427323667 Room 1 
Craft and Sewing 10.15-12.00 Margo Short   0408357378 Room 1 
Scrabble 10.00-12.00 Jude Everett 0409528070 Bowls Club 
Mahjong 1.00-3.00 Rhonda Biddle 0416035564 Room 1 
Ukelele  Advanced 3.30-5.00 Sue Wilson 0409389658 Room 1 

 
 
Wednesday: 

Gardening 9.00-11.00 Gwenda Bland 0490 700 723 
 

Baptist Church 

Cryptic Crosswords 10.00-12.00 Gary Chapman 0438501023 Room 1 
Discussion Group 1.00-3.00 Gary Chapman 0438501023 LTB Angling Club 
Guitar Jam 1.00.3.30 Bruce Wilmshurst 

Leigh Davies 
0456611416 
0457317993 

Room 1 

Band 3.30-5.30 Colin Shee  Room 1 
 
 
Thursday: 

French for Beginners 10.00-12.00 Irene Yeats 0417547944 Room 1 
Book Club 
 

11.00 -1.00 
(last Thurs.) 

Beth Harrison 04090`12726 Room 1 

Celtic Plus  
Irish Session 

3.30-5.30 
6.00-7.30 
2nd Thurs. 

Barbie Roche 0402117540 Room 1 

Play-a-long Music 
 

3.30-5.30 
1st&3rd Thurs. 

Carol McDonald 0429383909 Room 1 

Free Dance 2.00-3.00 Andrea Edwards 5155 4914 Room 1 
 
 
Friday: 

Walking Group 9:00 Val Ryan 5155 5870 Outside 
Line Dancing 9:30 - 12:00 Judy Collins 0418 677560 Senior  Citizens 
Photography 10.00-12.00 Bruce Wilmshurst 0456611416 Room 1 
Canasta 2.00-4.00 Joy Wilmshurst 0427323910 Room 1 

 
All classes at Masonic Lodge 10 Rowe Street Lakes Entrance unless otherwise specified. 



Heavenly Justice 
Once, there was a preacher who was an avid golfer. Every 
chance he could, he would be on the golf course swinging 
away. It was an obsession. One Sunday was a picture-
perfect day for golfing. The sun was out, no clouds were 
in the sky, and the temperature was just right. 
The preacher was in a quandary as to what to do, but the 
urge to play golf overcame him. He called his assistant to 
tell him that he was sick and would have to miss church, 
then drove three hours to a golf course where no one 
would recognize him. Happily, he began to play the 
course. 
An angel up above was watching the preacher and was 
quite perturbed. He went to God and said, "Look at the 
preacher. He should be punished for what he is doing." 
God nodded in agreement. The preacher teed up on the 
first hole. He swung at the ball, and it sailed effortlessly 
through the air and landed right in the cup 250 yards 
away. A picture-perfect hole-in-one. He was amazed and excited. 
The angel was a little shocked. He turned to God and said, "I beg your pardon, but I thought you 
were going to punish him." 
God smiled. "Think about it- who can he tell?"  

Getting Out of A Ticket 
A man in his 40's bought a new BMW and was out for a nice evening drive. The top was down, 
the breeze was blowing through what was left of his hair and he decided to open her up. As the 
needle jumped up to 80 mph, he suddenly saw flashing red and blue lights behind him. "There's 
no way they can catch a BMW," he thought to himself and opened her up further. The needle hit 
90, 100....  
Then the reality of the situation hit him. "What 
the hell am I doing?" he thought and pulled over. 
The cop came up to him, took his license without 
a word and examined it and the car.  
"It's been a long day, this is the end of my shift 
and it's Friday the 13th. I don't feel like more 
paperwork, so if you can give me an excuse for 
your driving that I haven't heard before, you 
can go." The guy thinks for a second and says, 
"Last week my wife ran off with a cop. I was 
afraid you were trying to give her back."  
"Have a nice weekend," said the officer. 


